
Domain 4:  Professionalism

Elements
NMTEACH 4A:  Communicating with families
• How well does the teacher engage families in the instructional 

program?
• To what level is the teacher’s communication (both formal and 

informal) with families frequent and culturally appropriate?
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Ineffective The teacher does not attempt to engage families in the instructional program.
• Teacher communication with families is sporadic or culturally inappropriate.

Minimally
Effective

The teacher makes minimal attempts to engage families in the instructional 
program.
• Teacher communication is not always appropriate to the cultures of families.

Effective The teacher successfully engages families in the instructional program.
• Teacher communicates with families in a culturally appropriate manner.
• Teacher frequently communicates with families.

Highly
Effective

The teacher successfully engages families in the instructional program.
• Teacher’s communications are sensitive to cultural traditions, and students 

participate in the communication.
• Teacher communicates frequently and effectively with families.

Exemplary The teacher helps promote school-wide activities that increase family and 
community understanding of the instructional program.
• Teacher helps promote school-wide activities that increase family 

involvement.
• Teacher actively seeks out and engages with stakeholders within the 

community, and becomes a part of the community.
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